
 

TERM DEFINITION 

plot a series of events that make up a story from the beginning to the end 

subplot 
a side story that runs parallel to the main plot that may/may not affect the main 

story 

exposition 
the beginning part of the story where characters, setting, and basic situation are 

introduced (BEGINNING ONLY!) 

conflict the main struggle between opposing characters or forces 

complications problems or obstacles that arise when the protagonist tries to resolve the conflict 

rising action key (important) events that lead up to the climax 

climax the peak tension/conflict: the most intense point in the story 

falling action events that are winding down from the climax (becomes less tense) 

resolution the main conflict is resolved and the story ends 

point of view the vantage point from which the writer tells the story 

1st person p.o.v. one of the characters tells the story using the pronoun, “I” 

3rd person limited  

p.o.v. 

A narrator tells the story; the focus is on one character throughout the story—

typically a main character. All characters are described using pronouns: they, he, 

she, them, him, her 

characterization the way a writer reveals the traits of a character 

direct  

characterization 
the writer directly tells the reader about a character’s traits 

indirect  

characterization 
the writer shows or reveals a character’s traits through the character’s words, 

actions, thoughts/feelings, and comments made by other characters in the story  

dynamic character 
character that changes or is different in some way by the end of the story due to 

events in the story 

static character character that stays the same throughout the story 

protagonist main character  

antagonist opposes/against or causes conflict for the main character   

setting when and where the story takes place 

atmosphere 
the overall mood or feeling of the story readers get from the author’s use of word 

choice and imagery (can be connected to the setting) 

tone 
the author’s attitude toward the subject, story, characters, etc. as shown by their 

word choice 

imagery language that creates word pictures in your mind and appeals to the senses  

allusion 
an implied/indirect reference to a person, event, a thing, or to a part of another 

text; the audience is to make the connection  

symbolism 
the use of a person, place, thing, or event that has meaning in itself and stands for 

something else as well 

foreshadowing hints of events that will come later in the story 

suspense the uncertainty or anxiety a reader feels about what will happen next in the story 

theme the idea or message the writer wishes the story to reveal 

irony when reality contradicts what we expect; opposite of what we think 

verbal irony 
the speaker says one thing, but they really mean another, resulting in a clash 

between their intended meaning and their literal words 

situational irony an expected outcome does not happen, or the opposite happens instead 

dramatic irony when the reader knows important details that a character does not 

inference 
an idea, educated guess, or conclusion that is drawn from evidence and 

reasoning; the process of presuming things based on what is already known 
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